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The College Readiness Disconnect 
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New Jersey Disconnect 
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40°/o of students entering four-year colleges/universities 
require remediation in English, writing and math. 
78°/o of those entering community colleges require 
remediation 
Remedial students are more likely to drop out of college 
without a degree: 
Less than 50°/o complete their remedial courses. 
Less than 25°/o of remedial students earn a certificate or 
degree within 8 years 
4 out 5 students in college remediation  have a high school 
GPA of 3.0. 
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Why Higher Standards and 
New  Assessments Now? 

By the year 2020, 65% of all jobs will require some postsecondary 
education or training.   

To ensure future economic sustainability, we must prepare all 
students to access postsecondary opportunities: 
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1/3 of 

college 
freshmen 
need remedial 
courses 

ÁThe PARCC assessment system will 
impact 23 million students.  9 million of 
these students attend Title I schools. 

   

ÁOur Kς12 system is not 
adequately preparing 
students for college 

ÁCCSS and PARCC have the potential to 
substantially improve educational equity, 
postsecondary opportunity, and 
economic mobility if implemented with 
fidelity by K-12 and embraced by 
postsecondary institutions.   



The Goal: College Access and 
Success 
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Å Identify a set of core competencies that represent a baseline of 
college-and career-ready academic standards (CCCSS) 

ÅDevelop an innovative assessment system aligned to the standards: 

ïto help ensure new standards reach every classroom 

ïto provide clear signals to educators, parents and students about 
college readiness prior to high school graduation 

ÅEstablish a College- and Career-Ready Determination accepted and 
used by postsecondary faculty and administrators that guarantees 
student placement into entry-level, credit-bearing college courses 
without the need for remediation. 

ÅProvide early interventions, tools and transition courses to ensure 
students meet postsecondary goals. 



ÅColleges and universities require students to ς  
ïAnalyze complex text 

ïConduct research and apply that research to solve problems or address a particular 
issue  

ï Identify areas for research, narrow those topics and adjust research methodology 
as necessary, and evaluate and synthesize primary and secondary resources as they 
develop and defend their own conclusions 

ÅStandards require students to ς 
ïConduct short, focused projects and longer term in-depth research  

ï Identify and analyze credible information  

ïCommunicate research findings both verbally and in writing 

Important to Higher Education Faculty: 
ELA and Literacy Standards 
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Å     The high school mathematics standards: 

ïIdentify the mathematics that all students should study in order to be college 
and career ready 

ïEmphasize mathematical modeling and the use of mathematics and statistics 

ÅTo analyze empirical situations,  

ÅUnderstand them better, and 

ÅImprove decisions  

Å     The standards require students to: 

ïApply mathematical ways of thinking to real world issues and challenges 

ïDevelop a depth of understanding and ability to apply mathematics to novel 
situations 

 

 

Important to Higher Education Faculty: 
High School Mathematics Standards 
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The Common Core State Standards 
Require New Aligned Assessments 
 
ÁThe Common Core State Standards were developed 

collaboratively by K-12 and postsecondary content experts 
and faculty to establish standards of college readiness 

ÁHigher education partners in PARCCτnearly 200 
institutions and systems covering over 850 campuses 
across the countryτ committed to work with K-12 
partners to develop assessments aligned to these 
standards and set a college-ready cut score that will be 
used to place incoming freshman into credit-bearing 
college courses 
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Developing the PARCC 
Assessments:  
 
 

The Role of 
Postsecondary Faculty, 
Leaders and Policy 
Makers 
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PARCC Priorities 
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1. Determine whether students are college and career ready 
or on track 

2. Aligned to the Common Core State Standards  
3. Measure the full range of student performance, including 

that of high- and low-achieving students 
4. Provide educators with timely data 
5. Create innovative 21st century, technology-based 

assessments 
6. Be affordable and sustainable  
7. Provide comparable data from school-to-school and state-

to-state 



What is Different About t!w//Ωs 
Development Process? 
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ÅPARCC states first developed the Model Content Frameworks to 
provide guidance on key elements of excellent instruction aligned 
with the Standards. 

ÅThen, those Frameworks informed the assessment blueprint design. 

ÅAligned evidence statements and task models followed. 
 

{ƻΧ 

ÅPARCC is designing the assessments around exactly the same 
content shifts the standards expect of teachers and students. 

ÅPARCC is communicating in the same voice to teachers as it is to 
assessment developers  

 



Item Development  
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Å Item development began in fall 2012 
Å Item and passage reviews take place regularly, 

with teams of reviewers: 
o K-12 content experts 
o Higher education faculty 
o Local educators 
o Community members 

Å Item development is on schedule, and the vendors 
will meet the benchmark to complete all items for 
field testing. 



State Led Design and Development  
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PARCC 
Assessments 

developed by the 
states for the states 

K-12 and 
postsecondary 
State educator 
and content 

expert led test 
development 

State developed 
college-ready  

standards  

State led 
engagement 

process: Higher 
Education and  

K12 

State-developed 
College and 

Career Readiness 
Determination 
and on-track 

measures 

Educators in the PARCC consortium can trust that test 
items reflect the Common Core State Standards and 
the quality expectations of teachers in their states 



ÅThrough state level engagement efforts, almost 800 state 
postsecondary institutions and systems have been involved in the 
development of the PARCC assessment 

ÅPARCC ACCR and Higher Education Leadership Team played an 
integral role in defining and adopting the College and Career 
Readiness Determination for placement into entry-level, college-
credit bearing courses 

ÅRole going forward: 
ïContinue to deepen awareness of the postsecondary role in PARCC 

ïDevelop K-12/postsecondary partnerships and governance plans for using the 
PARCC assessments for placement 

ïApprove and participate in the standard setting and long-term validations 
processes 

ïEngage higher education in supporting full implementation of the CCSS and 
PARCC assessments 

 

Higher Education Engagement 
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The PARCC 
Assessment 
System 
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Getting All Students College and  
Career Ready 
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Kς2 Grades 3ς8 
High 

School 

Voluntary Kς2 
assessment being 

developed, aligned to 
the Common Core State 

Standards 

Timely data showing 
whether ALL students 
are on track for college 
and career readiness 

College readiness 
score to identify who is 
ready for college-level 

coursework 

Success In  
first-year, 

credit-bearing, 
postsecondary 

coursework 

Targeted interventions 
and supports: 

ÅState-developed 12th-
grade bridge courses 

Ongoing student support/interventions 

Professional development for educators 



Assessments 
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics, Grades 3ς11 
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Beginning of 
School Year 

End of  
School Year 

Diagnostic 
Assessment 

  Mid-Year 
Assessment 

Performance-
Based 

Assessment 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

  Speaking and 
Listening 

Assessment 

Optional Required 

Key: 

Flexible administration 



CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
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ω 

ÅEarly Spring Performance Based Assessments in Math and 
Literacy 

ÅELA/Literacy:  3.5 hours to write three essays 

ÅMath:  2 hours to work through a few short problems and 6-7 
extended math problems 

ÅLate Spring: Short answer/Multiple choice Assessments 

ÅELA/Literacy: 2 hours to work through selected response 
analytical questions 

ÅMath: 1.75-2 hours to work through short mathematics 
problems 

ÅLess than 1% of total instructional time 

 
 



ÅAugust  2013: PARCC released new sample items in 

Mathematics and ELA/literacy   

ÅOctober 2013: additional sample items released 

ÅNovember 2013: sample items available on the 

technology platform  

ÅSpring 2014: PARCC practice test, available to students, 

teachers, parents via PARCConline.org  

A Preview of the PARCC Assessments 
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PARCC Scores as 
Indicators of College 
Readiness 
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Background: Policy-Level 
Performance Level Descriptors 
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ÅPARCC states will use 5 achievement levels for 
grades 3-8 and HS in ELA/literacy and mathematics 

ÅEach of the proposed performance levels includes: 

ïPolicy claims, which describe educational implications 
for students at a particular performance level. 

ïGeneral content claims, which describe academic 
knowledge and skills  students across grade levels 
performing at a given performance level are able to 
demonstrate.  

ÅLevel 4 will be the threshold for earning the College and Career Ready 
Determinations on the designated high school assessments 

 



The following statement was approved for use to inform standard-setting 
(determining cut scores for PARCC performance levels) and to conduct future studies 
to validate the efficacy of the CCR Determinations. 
 

ïStudents who earn a PARCC College- and Career-Ready Determination by 
performing at a Level 4 in Mathematics and enroll in College Algebra, 
Introductory Statistics, and technical courses requiring an equivalent level of 
mathematics have approximately a 0.75 probability of earning college credit 
by attaining at least a grade of C or its equivalent in those courses. 

 

ïStudents who earn a PARCC College- and Career-Ready Determination by 
performing at a Level 4 in ELA/literacy and enroll in College English 
Composition, Literature, and technical courses requiring college-level reading 
and writing have approximately a 0.75 probability of earning college credit by 
attaining at least a grade of C or its equivalent in those courses. 

 

Standard-Setting/Validation Studies 
of the CCRD 
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ÅTo set college-ready performance standards on the high school assessments, 

PARCC will use evidence from research such as: 

˿Concurrent validity studies  

ÅCompare performance on PARCC with ACT/SAT/COMPASS/Accuplacer 

˿Predictive validity studies 

ÅConnect success of students on PARCC to performance in first-year courses  

˿Judgment studies  

ÅRate importance of CCSS standards and test items in comparison with first-year 

course content 

˿Alignment studies 

ÅExamine relationship between first course content and content PARCC measures 

Research Strategy for Validation of 
College and Career Ready Scores 
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Incorporating PARCC 
into Postsecondary 
Placement Policies 
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Å Two College and Career Ready Determinations: 

ïEnglish language arts/literacy 

ïMathematics 

Å Students who receive a CCRD will have demonstrated the academic 
knowledge, skills, and practices necessary to enter directly into and 
succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing courses at public postsecondary 
institutions without the need for remediation.  

Å Students who achieve the CCRD will be guaranteed exemption from 
remedial course work in that content area.   

Å The PARCC Governing Board and ACCR approved the final policies during a 
special October 25, 2012 session. 

Å Policies are located at www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment-policies 

  

 

Background: College- and Career-
Ready Determination (CCRD) Policy 
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http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment-policies
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment-policies
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment-policies
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment-policies
http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-assessment-policies


A College and Career Ready Determination on the PARCC assessments indicate: 

̋Mastery of the core competencies in the Common Core State Standards identified 

by postsecondary education faculty as prerequisites for and key to success in entry-

level, credit-bearing courses in English and mathematics 

̋Readiness for placement into entry-level, credit-bearing courses in ELA and 

mathematics 

A College and Career Ready Determination will not: 

Å Determine admission to college or university 

̋Replace college/university tests to place students into higher level mathematics 

and English courses 

̋Address non-traditional students who delay enrollment 

 

CCRD: Placement NOT Admission 
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What Successful Implementation Means 
for Postsecondary Institutions 
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Å Institutions are confident in the validity of the PARCC assessments as a 
measure of college readiness 

Å Institutions have developed and implemented policies and plans for using 
PARCC to place students into entry-level credit bearing courses 

Å Institutions have developed and implemented a process for assessing the 
needs of students who do NOT meet the CCRD determination 

Å Postsecondary institutions collaborate with K-12 to provide supports to 
students during their senior year who are identified as not college ready in 
10th grade. 

Å Build K-12/postsecondary partnerships to use PARCC as an early indicator 
to: 

ï Identify students who would benefit from early college credit/concurrent 
enrollment programs 

ïProvide senior year support courses so that student graduate ready for 
postsecondary courses  



Timeline Through First PARCC 
Administration in 2014-2015 

Results of Field Test 
Research Studies Will 

be Released 

All Phase 1 Items 
Completed and in 
the Item Bank for 

Operational 
Assessment 

Field Test Administered to 
over 1 Million Students:  

Performance Based 
Assessments: March ςApril 
End of Year Assessments: 

May-June 

Schools and Districts 
Notified of Selection 

for Field Testing 

Practice Test 
Available on 

PARCConline.org 
 

Fall   
2013 

Spring  
2014 

Summer 
2014 

Fall  
2014 

Winter 
2013 

Winter 
2014 

PARCC Assessment Implementation 

Phase II Item 
Development  Will 

be Completed 
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Spring 
2015 

Summer 
2015 

1st Year Assessment  
Administration  
Fall 2014:  
Performance-Based 
and End of Year for 
Block Schedules 

1st Year 
Assessment 
Administration 
Spring 2015: 
Performance-
Based and End of 
Year 

Standard Setting 
Conducted and Scores 
for 1st Operational 
Assessments Released 



The Role of 
Postsecondary 
Going Forward 
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State Level Strategies 
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Å Increase state level awareness of the role postsecondary institutions, 
leaders, and faculty have played in the development of the CCSS and PARCC 
assessments   

Å Communicate extensively to postsecondary institutions and faculty about 
the research and validation process  

ÅWork with teacher preparation programs to imbed the Common Core State 
Standards and PARCC assessment into curriculum 

Å Assist state leaders in identifying policies and practices that need to be in 
place to use PARCC for placement into college-credit bearing courses 

Å Prepare to communicate to students and parents about college readiness 
and support students who do not meet the CCRD determination 

Å Build K-12 postsecondary partnerships to support implementation and 
promote student success 

 



ïContinue to build a strong and committed cadre of higher education 
advocates within and across states; 

ïApprove and participate in the standard setting and long-term 
validations processes 

ïCollaborate with national college readiness and completion initiatives 
(e.g., Core to College, Complete College America, Concurrent 
Enrollment Programs, Early College High School) to ensure that 
initiatives are complementary  

ïSupport state policy alignment to ensure a smooth transition to the 
Common Core State Standards;  

ïExpand engagement and collaboration of K-12 and higher education 
leaders through communication and interactive opportunities (e.g., 
vertical alignment). 

 

The Work Continues: PARCC Higher 
Education State Leadership 
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Identify high school juniors and seniors  
who are not tracking to college readiness 

Diagnose particular English/math areas in 
which they need help 

Deliver transition courses to these students 
to get them college ready before they 

graduate  

Program Description 

ωGenerously funded by the NJ 
Secretary for Higher Education at 
$650,000 

ωOur 19 community colleges forged 
60+ high school partnerships 

ωPurpose ς get more students to 
college ready before they graduate 
from high school 

ωEmphasis on students living below 
the poverty line 

New Jersey--College Readiness Now  
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