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Puerto Rico’s Crisis
• By now it is broadly acknowledged across a range of sectors in Puerto Rico 

and beyond that the island is in a deep crisis. 
• The current crisis in Puerto Rico has various dimensions and 

manifestations: 
– There is a social dimension reflected in declining population and 

increased outmigration; 
– an economic dimension reflected in reductions in employment and 

flattening of incomes; 
– a fiscal dimension manifested in high levels of government debt, and 
– a political dimension manifested by increasing calls among political 

parties and social sectors that the relationship between the United 
States and Puerto Rico needs to be discussed and made more 
effective.

– And a psychological dimension manifested in increasing cynicism, 
pessimism and despair

– And now the impacts of a monumental hurricane and its aftermath
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Key Myths about Puerto Rico
1. Puerto Rico has low levels of education
2. People in Puerto Rico do not want to work
3. Welfare payments are too generous
4. Welfare is a disincentive to work and people can 

get welfare easily
5. The minimum wage and labor laws are too 

generous (and should be lowered)
6. Low wage workers, the poor, and other 

vulnerable populations are too costly, 
unproductive and to blame for the financial and 
economic crisis in Puerto Rico.
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Frequency
Valid 

Percent
Cumulative 

Percent

LT 1 35177 1.9 1.9
1-8 167900 9.0 10.9
9-11 137304 7.4 18.3
12 No diploma 20288 1.1 19.4
HS Diploma 464004 25.0 44.4
GED 55899 3.0 47.4
Some College 266400 14.3 61.7
Associate 199262 10.7 72.4
Bachelors 369409 19.9 92.3
Masters + 142915 7.7 100.0
Total 1858558 100.0

Education Levels in Puerto Rico for Persons 25 to 65 
Years of Age (Puerto Rico Community Survey, 2015 

[5yr])

19.4%

28%

52.6%



Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
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Impacts of Maria



Los retos y vulnerabilidades antes de 
las tormentas

• Economia
• Educacion
• Mercados de trabajo
• Ingresos
• Migracion
• Cambios en la estructura de la poblacion
• Pobreza y asistencia social
• Junta Fiscal
• Bancarrota economica, fiscal y politica











Poblaciones Vulnerables en Puerto Rico 

Tipo de Vulnerabilidad Poblacion Porcentaje

Bajo pobreza y con discapacidad 380,810 10.6%

Poblacion bajo en nivel de pobreza 1,632,040 46.0%

Bajo nivel de pobreza o discapacidad 2,012,234 56.2%

Nivel de pobreza, discapacidad y edad 2,474,433 69.1%

Poblacion total estimada 3,583,073 100%



Impacts of Maria at different levels
• Personal impacts
• Health impacts
• Family impacts
• Home, property and material impacts
• Community and Social impacts
• Demographic impacts
• Economic impacts
• Fiscal impacts
• Political impacts
• Cultural impacts
• Impacts on receiving regions



Inequality means different risks impacts for 
different segments of population

• Before and as the storm hits
– More vulnerable structures and places
– Less supplies to prepare to protect life and property

• During rescue and aid distribution phase
– Fewer cash and other reserves
– Often more isolated from aid distribution channels
– More affected personal networks and less access to resources
– More dependent on charity and the “kindness of strangers”
– More vulnerable and insecure in life and property

• During recovery and reconstruction
– Needs and voices not considered central
– Often not incorporated in damage assessment and planning
– Seen as a cost and a nuisance that can be disposable
– Difficulties in having voices, position and interests heard 



Impacts of Maria on vulnerable 
populations

• Children and youth-already high poverty rates and 
school\education impacts

• Elderly-more vulnerability & challenges of service provision
• Disabled-more vulnerability & challenges in access and 

service provision
• Poor adults--increased vulnerability in income and 

employment and increased family needs.
• Employed-loss of jobs and more labor market instability
• Marginally employed—difficulty in entering labor market
• Unemployed—longer duration & harder to find jobs
• Out of the labor force-more difficulty entering 

employment
• Persons in public assistance programs—challenges in 

access to programs and additional support services
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Population Pyramids in Puerto Rico















Population Pyramids and Projections: Puerto Rico
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Distribution of Income: Share by Quintile 
in Puerto Rico and the US
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Some References
• Demographics of Puerto Rico
• http://es.slideshare.net/rafigueroa/cambios-en-la-poblacin-de-puerto-rico-y-sus-implicaciones
• Perfil del migrante
• http://www.estadisticas.gobierno.pr/iepr/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=u_goumCYemA%3D&tabid=165
• Federal Reserve Reports
• http://www.newyorkfed.org/outreach-and-education/puerto-rico/2014/report-main.html
• Krueger Report
• http://recend.apextech.netdna-cdn.com/docs/editor/Informe%20Krueger.pdf
• Government Development Bank
• http://www.gdb-pur.com/
• Caribbean Business on Debt and related
• http://www.caribbeanbusiness.pr/prnt_ed/downgrade-by-standard-poors-and-moodys-heralds-

new-challenge-for-puerto-rico-9511.html
• http://www.caribbeanbusinesspr.com/prnt_ed/gdb-president-melba-acosta-and-sen.-jose-r.-nadal-

power-11333.html
• Puerto Rico Community Survey (Bureau of the Census, US Department of Commerce)
• www.census.gov



Selected Data Sources 
(in progress)

• PRCS 2015 5yr & ACS 2015 5yr files
• BLS employment series
• BLS wage series
• TANF Data (annual reports) from HHS
• Informe Economico al Gobernador
• Pew Research Center on population
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